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What is special about a Church of England (CE) Primary School?
All CE schools have a Church of England religious character. This means that the general conduct and spirit of the school should be imbued with Christian morality and ethics, as well as worship and general ethos. This cannot be removed, as it is fixed by law.
What does ‘Voluntary Aided’ mean?
There are specific differences between church schools that are Voluntary Aided and those that are Voluntary Controlled. The information below explains the main differences.
Admissions: 
Voluntary Aided schools are their own admissions authority. Annually they must decide on their admission arrangements, and consult other admissions authorities and the Diocesan Director of Education when there are substantial changes. However, like all other authorities they are bound by the Admissions Guidance from the Department for Education, which is designed to produce fair and understandable admissions. The Guidance permits Voluntary Aided schools to admit children on the grounds of the parents’ or the children’s’ practice of their faith and the details for this are decided by the governing body. Please see further details in our Admissions section http://www.chevening.kent.sch.uk/topic/admissions
Christian Worship:
Both Voluntary Aided and Voluntary Controlled Church of England Schools are required by law to conduct worship in accordance with the Christian character of the school. There is no difference in law.
Religious Education:
As a Voluntary Aided School, Chevening has responsibility for its own RE, which is of a denominational character. So the governors can choose their own RE syllabus of a Christian type. The Diocesan Board of Education does supply a suitable Christian RE syllabus for Primary Schools, which includes some coverage of world religions.  Voluntary Controlled Schools generally use the Local Authority Agreed RE Syllabus, which cannot be denominational, and has certain requirements for more coverage of world religions.
Governors:
In a Voluntary Aided School, a majority of the governing body is made up of Foundation Governors, who are appointed by the Church with a duty to include maintaining the Church of England character of the school in their overall governance. Voluntary Controlled Schools also have Foundation Governors, but they are a minority. The Vicar or Priest in Charge of a parish is automatically a foundation governor of the school, whichever category they are in. The governors also have some different responsibilities.
Staffing:
In a Voluntary Aided school like Chevening, the governing body are the employers of the staff. In a Voluntary Controlled school, the governing body have delegated powers in relation to the staff, but all members of staff are employed by the Local Authority. Staffing in both Voluntary Aided and Voluntary Controlled schools is paid for from the delegated budget under very similar terms and conditions of service. The only difference is in the detail of teachers’ contracts.
Finance:
Capital works in Voluntary Aided schools are the responsibility of the Governing Body, and grant aided, generally up to 90%, by the Department for Education, via the Diocesan Board of Education. This means that the remaining 10% must be generated via the school’s Governing Body.
In Voluntary Controlled Schools, capital work is paid for by the Local Authority, although there is often a requirement for the school to raise some of the money needed. There are different forms of insurance as a result. Both Voluntary Aided and Voluntary Controlled schools are financed for revenue and some routine premises costs by the delegated budget.
My family don’t attend church, can we still apply for places?
Definitely, yes! There are 30 places in each class and the over-subscription criteria only come into force once these 30 places are full. The over-subscription criteria are, in order of priority: Children currently/previously in Local Authority Care, siblings/current family association, church attendance (8 separate criteria points), then distance between home and school. Further details can be found at http://www.chevening.kent.sch.uk/general-information/
What does learning look like in this school?
Learning is planned by the teaching staff, using the National Curriculum Guidance for all core and foundation subjects and the Rochester Diocesan Board of Education’s RE Syllabus. We aim to make lessons exciting, engaging and relevant, using staff expertise, our extensive grounds, IT facilities and local area. Educational visits are organised within our local community and area, as well as to national treasures including the Natural History Museum and Science Museum. Our two mini buses make frequent local journeys to St Botolph’s Church, Sevenoaks’ Stag Theatre, farms, other schools and venues. Details about current learning can be found at https://chevening-st-botolphs.secure-primarysite.net/curriculum 
Having our own outdoor swimming pool ensures that all children are given regular and intensive opportunities to develop water-safety skills and learn to swim. Many of our swimmers enjoy participating in local galas, competitions and swimming events, as well as going on to join local swimming clubs/squads. In addition to swimming, our children develop other sporting skills and talents in lessons and school clubs, with opportunities to take part in both friendly and competitive athletics, netball, football, rugby and cross country events. Fitness, stamina and healthy lifestyles are also developed in school tennis, judo and boxing clubs.
I need before/after-school care for my child, can the school help?
Yes! Early Morning Club opens at 8am, Mon-Fri, to support families who need to drop-off children before 8.55am. Staff organise a variety of fun and engaging activities until school starts at 8.55am. However, please note that breakfast is not included! Each session costs £3.50.
Activ8 is available Mon- Thurs, 3.15-5.30pm for families who need provision beyond the school day. Indoor and outdoor play opportunities enable the children to relax, have fun and enjoy socialising and playing together. The cost of each session is £11, which includes a light snack.
How can parents/carers become involved in school life?
We ask all our parents/carers to actively support the school by ensuring their child is ready and enthusiastic for learning each day, making time to engage in home-learning in order to support school learning. 
There is a weekly Prayer Meeting, organised by parents/carers to support both school and families. Further details and requests can be made by contacting laura@wickhams.co.uk

If parents/carers have time, particular talents, skills or expertise to share, we are keen to tap into this invaluable talent pool – please contact the School Office for more details office@chevening.kent.sch.uk or 01732 452895. The opportunity to serve as a School Governor is a valuable and greatly appreciated way of serving the school. We are also particularly grateful to school friends and families who give their time to accompany trips, support reading, transport children to events/activities, train as life-guards and join our amazing PTA.  All parents/carers are automatically PTA members - so please join in! The PTA works tirelessly to create a myriad of exciting social and fund-raising events for all of the school family, including Fayres, out-of-school socials, Spring Ball, movie nights, discos and hot chocolate/cake events! Thanks to the PTA’s drive, mini-bus provision, interactive smartboard installations, reading scheme replenishment, class funds, Pantomime trips and the swimming pool refurbishment have all been undertaken.



image1.png




