
 Each year group must include: 

• Contemporary fiction/building reading stamina 

• Picture book 

• Traditional tales and twists or Classic texts and modern classics.  

• Poetry 

• Non-fiction 
 
(Bold type of texts which have a power of reading teaching sequence).  

Year group Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

  R 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Texts:  
Happy Birthday, Maisy 
Kind & thoughtful 
Inclusive 
Love 
   
Fill a bucket 
Kind & thoughtful 
Compassion 
Love 
 
Elmer 
Inclusive 
Love 
 
Nursery rhymes 
 
Traditional tale:  
The Little Red Hen  
True 
Kind and thoughtful 
Inclusive 
Faith 

Key Texts:  
Owl Babies 
Love  
Forgiveness 
 
Leaf man 
Perseverance  
 
We’re going on a 
leaf hunt  
Courage 
Perseverance 
 
Nursery rhymes  
   
Traditional tale:  
The Gingerbread 
Man   
Courage 
Perseverance 
Faith 
Honesty 
  

Key Texts:  
Blue Penguin 
Forgiveness 
Courage 
Inclusive 
Perseverance 
 
Lost and found 
Perseverance 
 
People that help us 
series of info books 
True 
Kind and thoughtful 
Inclusive 
Faith 
Love 
Compassion 
 
Nursery rhymes  
  
Traditional tale:  

Key Texts:  
A first book of 
dinosaurs 
Courage 
Respect 
 
Harry and the 
Bucketful of 
Dinosaurs 
Love 
Courage 
Respect 
Compassion 
 
Dinosaur non-
fiction texts 
Perseverance 
Courage  
Respect 
 
Nursery rhymes  
  
Traditional tale:  

Key Texts:  
Stanley’s Stick 
Love 
  
Yukky Worms  
The Gruffalo  
Courage 
Honesty 
 
We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt  
Courage 
Compassion 
Perseverance  
 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar   
Love 
 
Spring (poem) By 
Melissa Russell   
Faith 
Love 

Key Texts:  
Splash: Anna 
Hibiscus 
Love 
Kind 
inclusive 

 
My Granny went to 
market 
Inclusive 
Respect 
  
Listen (poem) by 
Brenda Williams 
Respect 
Love 
Faith 
   
Traditional tale:  
Hansel and Gretel  
Courage 
Perseverance 



Love 
Compassion 
Forgiveness 
Perseverance  
 
  

Goldilocks and the 
three bears  
Forgiveness 

The three little pigs  
Courage 
Three billy goats 
gruff (RE)  
Courage 
 
 
  

Respect 
 
Traditional tale:  
Jack and the 
Beanstalk  
Courage 
Honesty  
 

1 
 
 

Out and About – a first 
book of poems 
 
 The Lonely Beast – Chris 
Judge (picture book) 
Kind and Thoughtful 
Inclusive, Love, Faith, 
Respect, Compassion, 
Courage 

Leaf – Sandra 
Dieckmann (picture 
book) 
Kind and 
thoughtful, 
Inclusive, Love, 
Respect, 
Compassion, 
Forgiveness, 
Courage, 
Perseverance 

Winter Sleep – 
Alex Morss (non-
fiction) 

Traction Man – 
Mini Grey 
(picture book) 
Kind and 
thoughtful, 
Courage,  

Pet Potato – Josh 
Lacey 
(contemporary 
fiction)  
 
Surprising Sharks – 
Nicola Davies (non-
fiction) 
Compassion, 
Respect 
 

Bog Baby – Jeanne 
Willis (building 
reading stamina) 
 
 The Gigantic 
turnip – Alexei 
Tolstoy  
(traditional tales) 

2 
 
 

Claude in the City  by Alex T 
Smith  
(Building Reading Stamina)  
 
How to  
Make a Bird Feeder  
(Non-fiction) 
 
Class Reader: Katie in 
London 

The Great Fire of 
London by Emma 
Adams  
(Non-Fiction)  
 
The Christmas Star 
by BBC Video Clip  
 
Class Readers: 
Charlie and Lola in 
London Fire Cat 

Lila and the Secret 
of Rain (PoR) by 
David Conway & 
Jude Daly 
(Traditional Tales 
and Twists) 
 
 Tinga Tinga Tales 
(Traditional Tales 
and Twists)  
 
Class Reader: The 
Hunter 

One Day on Our 
Blue Planet… In the 
Savannah (PoR) by 
Ella Bailey 
(Non-fiction)  
 
 
Class Reader: Anna 
Hibiscus 

The Storm Whale 
(PoR) by Benji 
Davies  
(Picture book)  
 
The Snail and the 
Whale (PoR) by 
Julia Donaldson 
(Picture book)  
 
Class Reader: Anna 
Hibiscus 

The Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Lunch by 
David Armitage and 
Ronda Armitage  
 
(Modern classics)  
 
The Puffin Book of 
Fantastic First 
Poems, edited by 
June Crebbin (PoR)  
(Poetry) 
 



Poetry Mustard, 
Custard, Grumble 
Belly and Gravy by 
Michael Rosen 
(Poetry)  
 
Class Reader: 
Poems from both 
books not read 
during English 
lessons. 

3 
Initial class 
reader is 
chosen by CT.   
 
Following 
ones are 
chosen by the 
class based 
on interests 
or links to 
topics - 
quality and 
choices of 
text overseen 
by teacher. 
 
Lob becomes 
a class reader 
at some point 
and thinking 
AS suggests 

The Scintillating  
Stone Age! 

 
The King Who Banned The 

Dark by Emily Haworth-
Booth 

Honesty – The King and 
entourage Lie about the 

issue of the dark. 
True to God’s Word, Kind 

and thoughtful – He didn’t 
consider the needs of 

others or consequences at 
first. Forgiveness - at the 

end. He didn’t show 
courage at first. 

 
Hot Like Fire and Other 

Poems 
(Links with PSHE/Zones of 

regulation for poems 
personally selected – not 

The Scintillating 
Stone Age! 

 
Pebble in my 

Pocket by Meredith 
Hooper (Links to 
Science /Rocks) 
Respect for the 

creatures you come 
across. 

 
Hot Like Fire and 

Other Poems 
(Links with ‘Guess 

who I am’ clue 
poems selected,– 

not the ones in the 
teaching sequence) 
 
The Mousehole Cat  
by Antonia Barber 

The Rocking 
Romans and  

Violent 

Volcanoes 

 
The Orchard Book 
of Roman Myths 

by Geraldine 
McCaughrean 

(Links to History 
topic of the Roman 

and allows 
exploration and 
teaching of the 

features of myths.) 
Faith, Respect – 

differences 
between beliefs 
about gods etc 

 
Chariots & 
Champions  

The Rocking 
Romans and  

Violent 

Volcanoes 

 
Escape to Pompeii 
by Christina Balit 

Compassion – 
What the people 
went through   
 
The Roman Record 
by Paul Dowswell 

 
Both texts are 

taught and read in 
conjunction to one 

another. 
 

(Link to History 
topic of Roman, 

The Awesome 
Anglo-Saxons  

and Super Scots 

 
Until I Met Dudley 
by Roger McGough 
(Explanation Texts) 

 
Lob 

by Linda Newbery 
(Link to Science 
learning about 
plants and making 
a difference to our 
environment.) 
Respect for our 
environment 

The Awesome 
Anglo-Saxons  

and Super Scots 

 
Lob 

by Linda Newbery 
(… continued) 

 
Marshmallow 

Clouds 
Poetry by  

Ted Kooser and 
Connie Wanek 
(Performance 

Poetry – nature 
theme – link to 

Science.) 
 

Respect for our 
environment 

 
 



‘Winter with 
the Wolves: 
The Anglo-
Saxons Age is 
Dawning’ by 
Tony 
Bradman 
 

the ones in the teaching 
sequence) 

 
UG Boy Genius of the Stone 

Age 
by Raymond Briggs 

(Links to History topic of 
the Stone Age.) 

Courage and Perseverance 
– Ug has to stand up for his 
ideas and way of thinking. 

 
 

(Link to geography  
studying British 
human and 
physical features, 
places and regions 
within the UK. 
Children also able 
to begin exploring 
the features of a 
legend and 
compare this to 
myths later.) 
Perseverance and 
Courage shown by 
main characters 

A Roman Playscript  
by Julia Donaldson 

(Links to History 
topic of the 

Romans – and later 
to the Shadow 

Puppet Theatres 
created in Science.) 

Courage 
 
 
 
 

geography topic of 
volcanoes.) 

 
The King Who 

Banned The Dark 
by Emily Haworth-
Booth - Revisited 
(Linked to Science 

topic of Light.) 
Honesty – The King 
and entourage Lie 
about the issue of 
the dark 
 

4 
 

Marcy and the Riddle of the 
Sphinx- Joe Todd-Stanton 
(Picture book) 
Love, Faith, Respect, 
Forgiveness, Compassion, 
Courage, Honesty, 
Perseverance 
 
Class reader: Secrets of the 
Sun King – Emma Carroll 
Faith, Respect, Courage, 
Perseverance 

Poetry – Types of 
poetry (leading up 

to Christmas 
poetry) 

 
Different types of 

poetry 
 
 
 

 

Skyward: Female 
Pilots of WW2 – 
Sally Deng (Non-

fiction) 
Inclusive, Respect, 
Courage, Honesty, 

Perseverance 
 

  

Planet Omar: Accidental Trouble Magnet 
– Zanib Mian (Contemporary) 

Kind, Inclusive, True to God’s word 
Faith, Respect, Love, Compassion, 

Forgiveness, Courage 
 

 

The Lion, The 
Unicorn and Other 

Hairy Tales – 
(Traditional tales) 

 
 

Class Reader: Billie Swift takes Flight – 
Iszi Lawrence 

True, Love, Courage, Perseverance 

Class Reader: Varjak Paw – S F Said 
 

Courage, perseverance, faith 

5 
 

The Fantastic Flying Books 
of Mr Morris Lessmore by 

The Highwayman 
by Alfred Noyes 

Cosmic by Frank 
Cottrell-Boyce 

The Viewer  
by Gary Crew  

The Journey to the River Sea  
by Eva Ibbotson 



 

W. E. Joyce (Short Film Clip 
& Picture Book) 
Kind and thoughtful, Love, 
Faith, Respect, Compassion, 
Courage, Inclusve 
The Adventures of 
Odysseus  
(Traditional Tales and 
Twists) 
Faith, Courage, 
Perseverance 

(Narrative Poetry) 
Love, Courage 
 
The Planet Full of 
Plastic by Neal 
Layton &  
Kids Fight Action by 
Martin Dorey 
(Non-Fiction) 
Perseverance, Love, 
Compassion, Kind 
and thoughtful, 
True to God’s word 

(Contemporary 
fiction/building 
stamina) 
Kind and 
thoughtful, 
Inclusive, 
Forgiveness, 
Courage, 
Perseverance  

& Shaun Tan 
(Picture Book) 
True to God’s word, 
Forgiveness, 
Honesty 

(Contemporary fiction/building stamina) 
Kind and thoughtful, Inclusive, Love, Faith, 
Respect, Forgiveness, Compassion, 
Courage, Honesty,  

6 Beowulf by Michael 
Morpugo – contrast to 
Seamus Heaney poem 
(Classic texts) 
True to God’s word, Kind 
and thoughtful, Love, Faith, 
Respect, Courage, 
Perseverance 
 
 
Shackleton’s Journey (non-
fiction) 
Courage, Perseverance 

Shackleton’s 
Journey cont.  
 
 
‘Twas the night 
before Christmas 
(poetry) 
 
 
 
 

Goodnight Mr Tom 
by Michelle 
Magorian (Classic 
text/modern 
classic) 
Kind and 
thoughtful, Love, 
Faith, Respect, 
Forgiveness, 
Compassion, 
Courage, Honesty, 
Perseverance 

Macbeth Primary 
Shakespeare 
(Classic text) 

Wonder – R.J. Palacio (Contemporary 
Fiction/Building Reading Stamina) 


