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Following on from last year’s publication of “‘When Words Sing’ - a
book of poetry by Chevening CEP School; Class 5 have created their
own special book based on the idiosyncrasies of our wonderful
English language. Over the term, the pupils have been enjoying
performing their favourite poems and have now created their own in
response, and to celebrate National Poetry Day 2025.

All poems and illustrations are original, and have been crafted by
Class 5. The first poem is formed of 20 stanzas and makes use of the
double meaning of many compound words. The following poems all
add humorous interpretations of idioms that we so often take for
granted. We hope you enjoy reading our book.

There are also some blank spaces for you to add your own!

Nadeem Qureshi
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It’s a Funny Old Wor(l)d...

Is a toothbrush
A brush
Made out of teeth?

Is a crop-top
A T-shirt
Made out of wheat?

Is a pineapple




Is a catfish
A cat that
Loves to swim?

Does a bluebell
Make a mournful

'Ting-a-ling-a-ling'?

Is a Hijack
Just Jack
Trying to say ‘Hi’?

Is a cat-flap
A kitten
Trying hard to fly?







Need to be

or
Vacuumed at night?

s an angelfish




s a starfish

Afish born to be
On stage?
Is a piggybank
Where piggys o
Put their hard-earned 1 *ge?\
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Is a cupcake &y ‘»}. gn 6
Acrunchy dessert 'Q‘I i 4
Made from china cug’sz AL

Is a stopwatch &7 6

Awatch = :
That's run out of luck? AR




That does roly-polys?
Did Churchill live

On a mound
That was rather holy?

Is a toilet roll

Does a honeycomb
Make your hair
Stick to your head?

A loo
Does it hide

Y

Between slices of brea




Is a relationship
A boatful filled with
Love onboard?

Has your guineapig
Won a
Guinness World Record?

Is a soundtrack
Needed for a
Noisy train?

Is @ monkey

The way a Monk .- f
Gets in - again? /\// -
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 How your cousin -
Travels the sea?
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By Class 5 inspired by poet Michaela
Morgan on National Poetry Day 2025.




ldiosyncratic Idioms and Peculiar Poems
Have you ever thought how strange the English language can be?
It is such a ‘melting pot’ of words and phrases from different cultures
and countries. So, we thought we would have some fun writing some
poems based on idioms. We hope you enjoy them!

How Disappointing!

Once | was out at sea

And a wave of disappointment
w, O PR e '-' ;
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Don’t Let the Cat Out of the Bag

All my secrets it will tell

When | said, | wasn't well.

If it’s free,

It will tell on me

So, don’t let the cat out of the bag.

It really doesn’t know
When to stop.

This cat is going to make
My brain go POP!

So keep it in the bag
Without fail,

Or my cat will tell you
A funny tail!

By Poppy
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* ﬁ : b Stagg Frigm é ‘
a The day of the product’i‘ori
Was coming up soon

I had butterflies in my tummy
| jumpe.g Tike a crazy baboon.

y da'd calmed me‘-down>» .
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Shhhh! It’s a secret!

Once | told a secret
To my brother
| said don’t spill the beans

To my mother.

* So he grabbed some beans

The very next day
And spilled them on the table

What a mess - Hey!
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Has the Cat Got Your Tongue?

Has the cat got your tongue?
No, it’s got my leg

Has the cat got your tongue?
No it’s got my bed

Has the cat got your tongue?
No —it’s just in your head

Has the cat got your tongue?
Mmmm, mmm, mmmm... | replied with silence instead.

By Tabbx
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“That must have been tricky:
It’s an impressive bake.”

“Oh, not really.
It was a piece of cake
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So Smart?

“That’ll cost you ana
Said my clever Sis -
And | said, “Pardon Me? p

Is that some sort of art?”
Now | don’t think,
My sister’s so smart!
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Don’t Spill the Beans

My cat said he was itchy -
Because he had some fleas
Don’t tell mum please
Don’t spill the beans

| gave h?ﬁhis breakfast ’,
On his favourite plate

But he wiggled so mucl
And left the kitchen ina s

Who spilled the beans?!
By Millie » r\

That Everybody thoug
Was easy to ke

When my cake was ready
There were cries of Whoa, Stez
And | dropped a small piece of my €

While they looked the other way

My had started to sway :
/ When it touched the piece that was dropped
[ Into my mouth it popped g
) And that was the end of the cake!
/ S~ / A
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Has the Cat Got Your T

Ever since | wasyoung '
| always liked to have a cat
Especially when they were
One day | quietly sat.

Mum said she would bring.
But | had to wait

Next month it arrived all of
And | couldn’t communicate!

E : Because the cat started dan
with my tongue

und and round

Around the room it swung!

& Aren’t you goinj

Who taught you bad behavio
Who? L

B | Well, Has the cat go
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~  CleverBird!
k. There was a bird,
___ Who heard the weirdest wo

Wthh was ‘absurd™

A Fluttery Tear

gnot very funny

When you’ve butterflies in your tummy
They’re flapping

They’re chatting

Having a ball of a time
Theé aIICouLmquN

They make me feel nervous
| think I’'m going to need

The ﬁical service Q
| tried'and tried 0
To face my fear

But | just let out
A flutte
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That’s Not My Cup of Tea!

“What do you want?”
Asked dad to me.
“please can | have
Some warm coffee?”

“Here’s a drink for you
I’m sure it will do.”

“Uh dad,

That’s not my cup of tea.”

“Hey dad look

It's starting to g0 pink.”
But is was too late

He was enjoying the drink.

So now what's left for me?

Blood Red Lamborghini i S

That'll cost an arm and leg,
Said the husband to the wife.

But I've always wanted a Lambo
My whole entire life!

Step into my office,

The sinister salesman said.
We can chop off a limb
Without you being dead.

On second thoughts, | think we'll walk
Shouted the couple as they fled!

r 5 Class Poem 4 4
i By Ruben
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I’'m Losing My Mind

My mind says | need to pay the rent
Otherwise it’s going to Kent.

| have to pay
Or else he won’t stay.

My mind says I’'m crazy
Please won’t you save me?

Please don’t let me lose my mind!

By Josh
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Tongue Tied

As we were climbing the stage stairs
In our acting pairs

My evil gum

grabbed my tongue

And tied a knot

Thenin a jot

We were on the stage!

| was bursting with rage

When everyone said their words

| was the one who couldnit.be heard!

By Isabel
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Don’t Spill the' Beans (on Mothers’ Day)! 3

Don’t spill the beans

| said to my brother
Holding the plate

Please don’t tell Mother:

He took twists and turns
Around the house
Trying to make sure
She_didn’t find out.

But Oh no! Letters start to ﬁ'm ¥
‘And it clearly says

There’s a mess in the kitchen
And we won't be.Spared!

By Renee ‘
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The Day | Laughed My Socks Off

The day | laughed my socks off
I chased them

And raced them
And chased them again

Down the road

My feet will erode!

They were zooming along
In super-speed mode.

| sped in my Ferrari
And caught up with them
Sorted them out

And ags#h became friends. qu_\n
So next time you laugh
Be very aware.

Because your socks might run
And end up anywhere!

By Arthur
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You can’t play today

Gh why mother, it's not that wet W

» There ar¥ica and dogs on the roof

Everywhere. w
ooS-
Please mummy can | have one

Of course not, they make such a mess.
But | will clean it up
promise!

" 1t's for the best.

ey

Fine.
/) will feed it
You will do the rest

Thank you mother )
 Like I said, it’s for the best! i

By Primrose ’v.."
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nce | told a secret
To my brother
| said don’t spill the beans
To my mother. ;




30



31



32



Whg not have a go yoursclf here?
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Some more inspiration to get you going;:

How about trying...

] had a blast;
Pmina Picklc;
When Pigs ﬁg;
Put a sock in it;
Fu"ing your lcg;
Hold your horses;
(ool as a cucumber;

E_vergthing but the kitchen sink!

Have fun!
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Othcr Fub]ications from Ckevening CEF SChOOl

The Faith Book
The Grace Book
Dare to Doodle
Birdbox Bonanza
Best Books Galore
The Mustard Seed
Thy Kingdome Come
Making a Reflective Garden
The Pearl and Crystal Garden
12 Carols of Exaltation and Joy
Recycled, Repurposed, Renewed
12Affirmations in 8 languages (fem)
12Affirmations in 8 languages (masc)
Chevening Book of Hope and Courage
Chevening VE80 Book of Commemoration

Get That Book (Book Reviews)

Get That Book Too (Book Reviews)
Get That Book 3 Quotable Colouring
Get That Book 4 Quotable Colouring

In addition
Secrets of a Ballistic Cat — Stella Whitelaw

For more information or purchases
(all titles in digital and physical forms)
www.lulu.com/spotlight/Chevening

* %k %k
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http://www.lulu.com/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-cep/the-faith-an-anthology-ebook-version/ebook/product-18810025.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-cep/the-grace-book/paperback/product-21164738.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-cep/dare-to-doodle/paperback/product-22638927.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-cep/birdbox-bonanza/paperback/product-21924768.html
https://www.lulu.com/en/gb/shop/chevening-cep/best-books-galore/ebook/product-1km425rd.html
https://www.lulu.com/en/gb/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-church-school/thy-kingdom-come-a4/paperback/product-17e9q9w4.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-cep-school/the-pearl-and-crystal-garden-e-book/ebook/product-21172593.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-cep/12-carols-of-exaltation-and-joy/paperback/product-18767256.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-cep/recycled-repurposed-renewed-ebook/ebook/product-22130413.html
https://www.lulu.com/en/gb/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-cep/12-affirmations-in-english-and-7-other-languages-fem/paperback/product-1n7mrpye.html
https://www.lulu.com/en/gb/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-cep/12-affirmations-in-english-and-7-other-languages-masc/paperback/product-1968dgdn.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-cep/get-that-book/paperback/product-21176779.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/chevening-cep-school/get-that-book-too-more-recommendations-and-reviews/ebook/product-21177624.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-cep/get-that-book-3-quotable-colouring-year-5/paperback/product-22637667.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/chevening-st-botolphs-cep/get-that-book-4-quotable-colouring/paperback/product-22647625.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/stella-whitelaw/secrets-of-a-ballistic-cat/paperback/product-20085326.html
http://www.lulu.com/spotlight/Chevening

