
Chevening CE Primary School 

Friday 15th March 2024 

From the Headteacher... 

 

Dear Chevening Families and Friends, 

We've enjoyed another momentous week in school, with some super highlights including; 

Last Friday afternoon's Rugby Match against Churchill - great fun for all, with a win to Chevening! 

Monday's HIStory Troupe Assembly provided opportunity to learn more (but not taste!) Hot Cross Buns; 

more details below. 

Tuesday's Love2Dance: a polished performance for Heidi and her talented troupe! Many thanks to Heidi 

for her dedication, giving time and energy to perfecting Chevening's choreography. We hope to be able 

to showcase the performance to the classes next week, so keep those costumes to hand! 

Tuesday's rather soggy Roman Day out for Class 3. We do hope everyone has finally dried off! 

Wednesday & Thursday saw Kate returning to host CORAM Life Space, featuring Gerald the giraffe in 

some class workshops!  

Rev. Hannah and Mrs McLean also spent time looking at spirituality in school and are keen to find ways 

to recognise all the opportunities and ethos that make Chevening so special. Stand by for more details 

soon! 

Practices for Easter are now well underway, which means our End of Term Service at St Botolph's is 

approaching fast - the gateway to the Easter Holidays. NB Adult walkers are needed!   

As with many of this week's activities, we are gratefully reliant on parents/carers to support much of 

what makes Chevening so special, whether driving minibuses, devising super choreography, hearing 



children read, looking after Chevening's Roman garrison, or preparing for Easter Fun Day - additional 

helping hands really do make a huge difference! 

A final mention this week to the staff team - it's been an additionally demanding few days, with 

everyone pulling together to cover for sickness, training, visits, meetings and today's phone issues and 

late lunch delivery!  

So, wishing everyone a calm weekend to recover and re-energise, 

Miss Minnis 

The wheels on the (mini)bus... 

...are ready to "go round and round!" again.  

We are really looking forward to the arrival of our PTFA-funded new(ish) minibus.  

We are expecting that delivery may well be made today or Monday, so get the red carpet ready! 

This new minibus will be needing some volunteer drivers - any offers?  

A clean licence (no D banding required this time!) and some additional KCC driving assessments are 

required, for new minibus drivers. For further details, please contact the School Office.  

 



Which of Class 6's Lent Challenges have you managed? 

 

1 - Lent Challenge 2024 



Chevening Christian Values 

 

Our school has 8 Christian Values, all centred on God. Each week we look carefully for individuals who 

have really shown one or more value in school. This week we are pleased to recognise the following 

children for their endeavours:   

Class R (Mrs Archer) - Arabella H for her Faith creating an Easter garden from construction blocks during 

RE. 

Class 1 (Miss Chiavarini) - Mabel for showing each of our Christian values with her Kind, Honest, 

Respectful, and hardworking behaviour  

Class 2 (Mrs Gawn & Mrs Robinson) - Millie for always showing such Love and Compassion towards her 

classmates. 

Class 3 (Miss Sweeney) - The Whole of Class 3 - for showing a great amount Respect for learning this 

week, both on their exciting Roman themed school trip and during their 'Meet the Brain' workshop with 

C.O.R.A.M. 

Class 4 (Mrs Edwards) - Ralph for his Love, Respect, and Perseverance in his renewed effort and much 

more positive attitude to learning this week 

Class 5 (Mr Qureshi) - Blake for his Perseverance with decimals this week; and for making a maths 

challenge for others to tackle. 

Class 6 (Mrs McLean & Mrs Wilde) - Theo F for Perseverance and Respect for the CORAM workshop 

yesterday. 



Change of date: Swimming helpers needed! (We know it's an early 

request!) 

 

Huge thanks to all who have stepped forward so far, but more help is needed for our 2024 Swimming 

Season!  

 

Swimming lessons are a highlight of Term 6, but we need to plan and prepare now: 

We need parents/carers' help ………. 

Would you like to help every pupil in the School learn a valuable life-skill? 

Would you like to learn CPR, basic first aid and swimming pool rescue skills? 

Can you swim 25m?  (style and speed not relevant) 

Can you surface dive to the bottom of a pool? 

Would you like to get a sun tan by an outdoor pool, (or webbed feet if it rains!)?  

Do you have a good sense of humour and like being part of a team? 



Are you available to help on poolside for a few hours each week during June and July? 

  

If you have answered yes to all the above ……. We need you!! 

The School will be facilitating the following course (it is imperative that you attend both the Theory and 

the Practical elements of the course) aimed at potential poolside helpers to enable them to provide 

lifesaving cover during structured school swimming lessons:  

Theory: Zoom Call  

Date: Sunday 2nd June  

Time: 7pm to 9pm  

 

Practical: Chevening Primary School swimming pool 

Date: Monday 3rd June 2024 

Time: 8:30am to 1.30pm 

 

To book a place on the course or if you have any questions, please email both the School Office 

( office@chevening.kent.sch.uk ) and Mandy ( mandyturneris@hotmail.com ), our swimming instructor.. 

Well-being and Safety Support 

This week's #WakeUpWednesday guide looks at good sleeping habits and patterns. If good sleep is an 

issue you are dealing with at home, do take a look at the advice below. 

There are many reminders about the need to support and safeguard children making the most of both 

learning and leisure time. Here are some useful reminders from #wakeupwednesday. 

#wakeupwednesday is freely available on social media or via  Online Safety Training For Schools | 

National Online Safety (nationalcollege.com) 

mailto:office@chevening.kent.schuk
mailto:mandyturneris@hotmail.com
https://nationalcollege.com/categories/online-safety
https://nationalcollege.com/categories/online-safety


 



SEN Coffee Morning 

 

There will be a parent coffee morning on Friday 22nd March 9.00 - 10.30am in the Room Of 

Requirement.  

This is an opportunity for anyone who has questions about SEN or just a chance to chat about SEN  - 

informal chat and a cup of coffee! For parents of children who may have identified SEN needs, those that 

are being explored or who those are just curious. 

Egg-citing PTFA Events! 

Lots of fun things coming up for Easter this year with an own clothes day next Wednesday (20th March) 

in exchange for donations to the PFTA Easter Hampers. Please bring in one donation per family to the 

school gates at drop off and raffle tickets will then go on sale. The winners of the Easter Hampers will be 

announced at the Easter service on the last day of term.  



 

But that's not all. We will also be doing the Chevening tradition of Easter Fun Day and Crazy Hair Day on 

27th March.  

For the sake of new Class R parents. Easter Fun Day is an event where each year group gets to enjoy 

some Easter themed games and are given an Easter egg at the end, it takes place at school during school 

hours and is fully organised by the school and the PTFA.  

Crazy hair day allows the children to come in with decorated hair for £1, to be donated towards the PTFA 

at the gate, this can be anything from pipe cleaners to coloured hair spray.  

 

Finally some really big news below is the addition of our bright, shiny new minibus..... 



 

Class 2's latest news! 

Class 2 had a very exciting Book Week! After dressing as their favourite book character, they became 

authors and illustrators and wrote a new adventure story starring their chosen book character!  

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Class 3: Salve! 

Salve! 

On Tuesday 12th March, Year 3 headed off to The Museum of Kent Life to take part in a day filled with 

Roman activities. Although the rain did not stop falling all day and our Roman cohort was very soon 

soggy, their interest and excitement remained high! 

They wrote Latin graffiti, found out about Roman food, built an aqueduct and tested it with ‘water’. They 

chatted with a Celt and practiced war cries and exercises with Boudicca, but the favourite activity was 

definitely meeting with the Roman Centurion. Under his guidance, the class learnt how to use their 

gladius to protect themselves from attack and about the shape of shields; and how to use them to build 

a testudo. The adults on the trip played the part of fierce warriors (very enthusiastically!) attacking them 

and trying to break through the shield – all to no avail. 

We finished the afternoon by making amulets. We learnt about how animal skins are treated to create 

leather and then stamped our initials onto a piece to make our amulet. We even made one for Miss 

Sweeney who sadly had been unable to take part in the trip. 

Thank you to the adults who accompanied us, and Mr Watson and Mr Lang who drove the minibuses. 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Class 4  - How to Choose a Good Book . . . 

Last week, during Book Week, Class 4 wrote some leaflets giving advice on how to choose a book to read. 

We want to share Darcie and Hayley's leaflets with you, in the hope that they can be useful to both you 

and your children when it comes to selecting what to read next.  

 

 

This week in Science we have been investigating pitch. We wanted to find out how the size of an 

instrument affects its pitch. We used the same instruments in different sizes so that we were only 

changing one thing.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Class 4 enjoyed their session in the Coram life tent on Wednesday. We thought about our body, why we 

need to take care of it (and how) and also that we are different to our friends and that this is ok.  

 

 

 



 

 

Why eat Hot Cross Buns? 

During Monday’s School Worship, The History Troupe helped us to think about the symbolism of hot 

cross buns.  

Marking the end of the season of Lent, the buns have several features which can help us to remember 

parts of the Easter story. The most obvious is the cross representing the crucifixion of Jesus. However, 

the spices can also be linked to the spices used at Jesus’ death; and orange peel reflects the bitterness of 

the death on the cross. Thinking about the resurrection, some suggest the round shape can be linked to 

the stone in front of the tomb being rolled away; and the yeast which causes the bun to rise may remind 

us of the resurrection.  

Definitely 'food for thought' in the days leading up to Easter celebrations! 



 

 



 

 



 

Love 2 Dance at the STAG Theatre! 

Congratulations to Heidi Brooks and her super squad of Love2Dance dancers. They gave an amazing 

performance at the STAG Theatre on Tuesday and wowed the crowds with their professionalism. Bravo! 

 



 

House Points 

 



Talking about Prayer... please come & join us: 3pm on Mondays! 

 

There's a dedicated group of parents and staff who support the school family in prayer.  

If you would like to join in or benefit from prayer, please let the School Office know, or contact Laura 

Wickham. There is a basket in the School Office Porch for parents and carers to drop in prayer requests.   

We meet on Mondays; now at 3.00pm, just before the end of the school day.  

Please sign in at the School Office and head for the School Library.  Thank you to the dedicated group 

who meet in school and on-line to support the children, families and staff. We are grateful to you for 

standing by the school in this way. 

Learning with Lexia! 

Lexia Certificates have been awarded this week to: Rosanna (Class 6), Fynnley (Class 3), and Elliott (Class 

1)  Congratulations!    

Well done too to everyone who has achieved their 40-minute target this week. 



Chevening's Micro, Mini & Junior Duke achievements 

Seeing the children gain confidence, learn new life-skills, develop passion and perseverance is really 

rewarding. Over the last few weeks, a good number of children have been planning and tackling their 

Duke's Challenges. 

Congratulations to Eleanor, Aralia and Arabella C from Class R who have completed their Micro Duke. 

Congratulations to Zachary and Clara from Class 2 who have been awarded their Gold Mini Dukes. 

Keep up with our successes and also follow news, initiatives and ideas beyond Chevening, by following 

Junior Duke on various social media platforms, including The Junior Duke Award (@DukeAwards) / 

Twitter 

Attendance Matters 

Regular and punctual attendance ensures that everyone benefits from all that is on offer in school—

socially, emotionally and academically, now and into the future.  

Our gates close at 8.55am, so learning can start and everyone is safe; please try to be on time! 

Punctuality is as important as excellent attendance; the children's termly reports will include detail 

about 'late' arrivals. 

Every day in school is important and counts; learning, assessment, progress and achievement continue 

right up to the last moment. Recently, we have started to receive a number of requests for authorisation 

of absence.  

Authorised absence is only permitted for unavoidable illness, medical appointment or close family 

situations. Other reasons for absence cannot be authorised. Full details about the steps for handling 

poor attendance are outlined in the school's Attendance Policy as the impact on learning, progress and 

achievement is noticeable. 

NB: In line with Government expectations, from September 2024, the formal school day hours will 

change to 8.50am-3.20pm. This meets the requirement for schools to be open 32.5 hours each week.  

Parents and carers may find this helpful Health Guidance useful when managing specific infectious 

diseases:-  

Managing specific infectious diseases: A to Z - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

https://twitter.com/DukeAwards
https://twitter.com/DukeAwards
https://www.chevening.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=362&type=pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/managing-specific-infectious-diseases-a-to-z#conjunctivitis


 

Term 4 Clubs have now finished apart from... 

• Wednesday Performing Arts 

• Thursday clubs (Tennis and Gymnastics) 

• Friday Cross Country club 

These clubs will all finish next week : week commencing 18th March. 

Details and booking information about clubs have been sent out via email. Bookings for clubs will go 

live on Monday 18th March at 6.30pm. 

Monday 

• Dance Club -Classes R, 1 & 2 (3.15pm-4.15pm)  

• Net Attack (formerly known as Girls Attack) - Classes 3,4,5,6  (3:20pm -4:30pm)  

Tuesday 

• Love to Dance -  Classes 5 & 6 (8am - 8.40am)  

• Judo Club -Classes 3, 4, 5 & 6 (3.15pm-4.15pm)  

Wednesday  

• KS1 Multi-Sports Club- Classes R, 1 & 2 (3.15pm-4.15pm)  

• Performing Arts Club - Classes 4,5, & 6 (3:15pm-4:15pm) 



Thursday 

• Boxing Club- Classes 3, 4, 5 & 6: (8am-8.40am)  

• Tennis Club - Classes 2, 3 & 4 (3.15pm-4.15pm)  

• Gymnastics Club - Classes R,1 & 2 ( (3.15pm-4.15pm)  

Friday 

• Cross Country Club - Classes 4, 5 & 6: (8.10am-8.40am)  

• Choir Club- Classes 3, 4, 5 & 6 (1pm - 1.30pm) 

• Football Club - KS1 and KS2 : 2 separate clubs (3.15pm-4.15pm) NB Shin pads essential  

Clubs are open to all children of the appropriate age-group; teams are selected/allocated by staff. 

Dates for Term 4 2024... and Term 5! 

Term 4: 

• Tuesday 19th March - Virtual Parent Consultations 

• Wednesday 20th March - PTFA Own Clothes Day (in exchange for a donation for Easter 

Hampers) 

• Thursday 21st + Friday 22nd March  - Class 4 Henley Fort Residential  

• Thursday 21st March  - Class 2 Infant Agility (invited children) 

• Friday 22nd March - Looking Forward to Easter Act of Worship (Class 3 parents only) 

• Wednesday 27th  - PTFA Easter Fun Day and Crazy Hair Day  

• Thursday 28th March - Last Day of Term  

•                                        - End of Term Service at Church 2pm (Parent/carer support needed to help 

all get to church safely!) 

Term 5:  

• Monday 15th April - Inset Day (No children in school) 

• Wednesday 17th April - Lucy Strange Author Visit (Classes 4,5, and 6) 

• Tuesday 18th April - Class 1 Infant Agility (invited children: details to follow) 

• Friday 19th April - Class 6 Safety In Action Trip  

• Monday 22nd-Friday 16th April - Class 6 Isle of Wight Residential  

• Thursday 25th April - Class 5 Trip to Herstmonceaux Observatory  

• Monday 29th April - Pop Lacrosse Competition (invited children: details to follow) 



•                                    - Class 4 Trip to Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve 

• Tuesday 30th April - Braiswick Class Photos  

•                                  - Class 5 Somerhill Maths Challenge (invited children: details to follow) 

• Thursday 2nd-Friday 3rd May - Class 5 Golden Hinde Residential Trip  

• Monday 6th May - Bank Holiday  

• Tuesday 7th May - Class 1 Trip to Chartwell  

• Thursday 9th May - Class 5 visit from the Al Emaan Centre  

• Friday 10th May - Ascension Act of Worship (Class 4 parents only) 

• Friday 17th May - Pentecost Act of Worship (Class 1 parents only)  

• Friday 24th May - Last Day of Term  

Celebrating Easter 

 



 

 



Ideas for the Easter Holidays 

 

Follow the link to find out more about the Tunbridge Wells Literary Festival, with events for children of 

all ages!  

https://theamelia.co.uk/whats-on/tunbridge-wells-literary-festival.html 

 

https://theamelia.co.uk/whats-on/tunbridge-wells-literary-festival.html


 



 



 



 

 

Contact Us 

Chevening Road, Chipstead, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN13 2SA 

01732 452 895 

Office@chevening.kent.sch.uk 

www.chevening.kent.sch.uk 

https://www.chevening.kent.sch.uk/


Twitter @CeChevening 

Instagram cheveninght 
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