
 

 
Spring Term  

Chevening (St Botolph’s)  
CE Primary School Newsletter No 16 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome to the start of term, 2020 and the new 

decade at Chevening!   

 

We have many things to look forward to this term 

(and beyond) and are keen to embrace 

opportunities and tackle challenges with 

courage, perseverance, honesty and respect.  

 

It’s been lovely to share holiday news with staff, 

families and children, commiserating and 

celebrating in different situations. Thank you to 

everyone for thoughtful words, deeds and 

gestures of kindness and compassion at the end 

of last term. They were very much appreciated 

by us all. 

 

The children have made a smooth return to 

learning this week. Our Early Morning Club have 

completed a survey to find out opinions about 

the activities available to them. We will be 

sharing their findings with you soon and looking 

forward to the children devising an advertising 

campaign! 

 

Once again, we are including a Picture News 

focus this week—something to consider and chat 

over as a family! Will you share the same views? 

Will grandparents, parents and children have 

different perspectives? See p5 for more details! 

 

We were delighted to receive a Christmas card 

from Rev Chris Smith and to learn how he is 

settling in to his new role, new church, new 

school, new house and new schools for the 

boys! 

 

And finally, we offer our congratulations to Mrs 

Grobbelaar, our School Office Receptionist. She 

secured a new job at the end of last term, which 

means she will be moving on, which is sad for 

us. Her last day at Chevening will be next 

Friday—please join us in thanking her for her 

work and wishing her well in her new role. 
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Christian Values 

Friday 10th January 2020 

With best wishes,  

Miss Minnis 

Jemima B              
RESPECT; FAITH & 

PERSEVERANCE 

1 For always completing her 

work to the best of her abil-

ity. RESPECT for her work, 

FAITH in herself and PER-

SEVERANCE to keep going 

when work is tricky  

Soraya O W             
RESPECT   

2 For always treating her fel-

low classmates with re-

spect. 

Lana P                   
PERSEVERANCE 

3 For a positive start this year 

and overcoming challenges 

Imogen S             
COURAGE 

4 For presenting in front of the 

class 

Tristan T & Adam G  
PERSEVERANCE                      

5 For proofreading and cor-
recting the 130 page book 
they have written 

Kiana C                 

COURAGE 

6 For speaking up more this 

week 

Have you spotted our wonderful 

new feature?                                

More details on page 3! 

http://www.chevening.kent.sch.uk


Class R have really enjoyed their 'funky 
fingers' morning activities this week. They 
found it particularly challenging to balance a 
marble on top of a golf tee! 

Class R 

Class 3 have finally got around to erupting their 

beautifully handcrafted volcanoes!  It was a lot of fun 
to watch and we learnt, just like real volcanoes, that 
every eruption is different, according to the velocity 
of the eruption and gradient of slope. 

Class 3 

Class 5 have been busy ‘fact-checking’ our 

knowledge and ideas about space. We have also been 
considering the dilemmas associated with exploring 
space using rockets. How do you feel about the money 
and resources spent in this way? Countries like India 
have joined the ‘space race’ while others like America 
have been relying on others to launch their satellites in 
recent times. The class 5 debate has started!    

Class 5 

Class 4 have begun a very exciting 
case study on the works of Anthony 
Gormley. They explored the 
positioning of different parts of the 
body. 

Class 4 



Little Lending Library 

Mrs Edwards writes: 

“There has been much 

excitement on the 

playground this week as 

a bright, new structure 

has appeared. Mr Garrett 

has been working hard to 

build us our very own 

Little Lending Library. 

The intention is that the 

library will become full of 

book donations and then be able to be used by 

children with their adults before and after school to 

borrow books. Whilst encouraging reading and 

sharing, it will also encourage us to re-use rather 

than buy new, so it's good for our brains, enjoyment 

and the environment! Please feel free to have a 

read of the information guide kept within the 

Lending Library and if you are able to add a book it 

would be greatly appreciated. “ 

Keeping Healthy 

This is the time of year when bugs and 

germs really seem to run amok, so 

here’s a handy reminder about the im-

portance of maintaining good cleanli-

ness, which could keep some of the 

germs at bay! Time for a New Year’s 

Resolution or reminder! 

Thank you so much for the 

amazing contributions to 

‘Their Voice’, the charity set 

up to help people who have 

been a victim of modern 

slavery. Mr Qureshi’s car 

was packed to the roof!  

Carolyn Thom was incredi-

bly moved to see all the 

rucksacks and goodies  

donated by the whole 

school community. She was also touched by the 

focus given during the KS2 Christmas service, as 

well as Jemima’s poignant poem.  

We have arranged for Carolyn to come in and talk 

to the children about how it has helped on Friday 

the 24
th
 January. We have also asked whether 

she could give a brief talk to parents and carers 

on the same afternoon before pick-up time. 

If you are free, please do come along at 2:45pm 
on Jan 24

th
 to hear more about the charity; the 

people helped; and some other ideas we are mull-
ing over in order to support in practical ways. The 
meeting will be in the Activ8 room (2:45 – 3:15).   

“Their Voice” Charity 

EMC & Activ8 

There are still places available at Early 

Morning Club (EMC) and After School 

Club (Activ8).  EMC runs from 8:00 - 

8:45 am and is just £3.75 and Activ8 

runs from 3:15 - 5:30 pm and provides 

a light tea at a cost of £11.50. 



Dates Ahead 

Class Attendance 
At the end of last term, we were pleased to present 

100% attendance certificates to 67 pupils.  Well done 

to all those children who achieved this award.    

Regular and punctual attendance ensures that 

everyone benefits from all that is on offer in school—

socially, emotionally and academically, now and into 

the future.  

 Weekly       

Attendance 

Year to Date 

Attendance 

Class R 99.6% 96.9% 

Class 1 100% 97.5% 

Class 2 99.5% 97.9% 

Class 3 100% 98.4% 

Class 4 96.6% 97.5% 

Class 5 99.2% 96.6% 

Class 6 98.1% 97.4% 

Whole School 98% 98% 
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Excellent >97%:  Celebration of excellent     

attendance 

Good 95-97%: Note of good attendance 

Poor <95%: Alert to poor & worrying     

attendance 

Date Event 

13th January PTA Spring Ball (Sat, 14th 

March) Tickets go on sale 

15th January Deadline for Reception 2020 

admission 

15th January YR - Y6 Flu Vaccinations 

16th January Special School Lunch celebrat-

ing Chinese New Year 

17th January Hot Chocolate Sale (Y6 par-

ents) 

24th January “Their Voice” Charity Briefing - 

2:45 pm 

31st January PTA School Disco - KS1 4-6 

pm; KS2 6-7:30 pm 

6th February Young Voices at the O2 

17th - 21st Feb Half-Term 

Internet Safety 

This week’s Picture News photo and discussion 

provokes further debate about IT and child-

hood, posing the question, “Should children be 

allowed to make money from creating and shar-

ing videos?”  

Although we don’t know much about the family 

in the news, it could be useful to consider the 

question of consent in this kind of situation and 

the need to share/ over-share family life in the 

public domain... 

Act of Worship News 

We thought about Epiphany at the start of the week, 
thinking back to the Bethlehem visitors who experi-
enced a sudden realisation that the star in the East 
was something that could not be ignored! From their 
learning, the Wise Men knew that something amaz-
ing had happened and were determined to take ac-
tion to find the new King, despite the challenges of 
travel, hostile reception, danger and threat.   
With courage, perseverance, faith, honesty and re-
spect they succeeded in their quest—and inspire us 
all to display our school values in our daily lives! Did 
you know...In Bulgaria, Epiphany celebrations in-
clude diving into freezing water to retrieve a wooden 
cross? 

PTA News - Spring Ball -   

Tickets go on sale Monday! Ball 

date is Saturday, 14th March.   

http://www.chevening.kent.sch.uk



